 BLUEBONNET MTA FESTIVALS
Fall Festival – Master Composers – Baroque or Classical Plus Choice 
2025-2026 Chair:  Lillian Simmons
Schedule: per Judge

Certificates – Lillian Simmons
Spring Festival – Master Composers – Romantic or Contemporary Plus Choice
2024-2025 Chair:  Lillian Simmons
Schedule: per Judge

Certificates – Lillian Simmons
About Bluebonnet MTA Festivals
The chairperson will set a deadline and honor the deadline.
· The festivals of Bluebonnet MTA are Non-Student Affiliate Activities.  

· A festival is a non-competitive audition in which students perform music for a judge. Students receive a certificate of participation, a critique sheet and a ribbon.

· In person festivals will be open; no more than 3 people in the audience will be allowed; children under 5 will not be allowed.

Eligibility
· Participation is open to the students of teachers in Williamson County and surrounding area.

· Students must have studied with their current teacher for 3 or more months before entering a festival.

· Teachers must provide a copy of the Student Information sheet to each student.

· Each teacher must fill out forms according to the format.  As you are filling out the forms it is Very important that you type or print clearly Last Name (1st) and then First Name, number of minutes.

Ratings
· Students will receive a rating of Very Good, Excellent or Superior. Within these ratings plus (+) or minus (-) are given as well.

· Teachers may also enter students in a festival just for the experience without the pressure of a rating.  These students will receive the certificate of participation and the critique sheet without a ribbon or rating.

Repertoire
· Students are to play by memory.

· Arrangements, transcriptions and simplifications of the Master Composer piece are not allowed.  Arrangements, Transcriptions and simplifications of the Student Choice or Hymn piece are allowed. Hymns don’t have to be memorized, but must provide an extra Hymn copy for the judge.

· If the period piece is 10 minutes or longer, the choice piece is not required.

· Computer printouts are allowed if accompanied by a release.  Release form is on-line.

· Photo copies of pieces are not allowed for in person auditions.

· If a question about a hymn, please contact the chairperson.

· Musicianship is required.

Certificates

There will be separate certificate and critique sheets for the festivals.

The certificates will tentatively be prepared by the Chairman. The certificates will be signed by the president of Bluebonnet MTA. 


The critique sheets will be prepared by the teachers. They will be signed by the Judge. The critique should include the judge's signature line, and the judge's name below his signature line. We recommend that you use a good quality paper for the critique sheet, such as business bondpaper.   See:
https://www.amazon.com/Southworth-Cotton-Business-Finish-404C/dp/B00006IE2J/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=letterhead%2Bpaper&qid=1653843765&sr=8-2&th=1 


The certificates and critique sheets will be organized into two piles at the in person festival in order of student performance.

Monitor for In Person Festivals
· For in person open audition festivals, It is very important to ask the student, “Do you want to go in alone OR can your family enter too?)

· Let the student decide. (This is a question that teachers should explain and ask during the last couple of weeks during their lesson). Help the student to know that THE STUDENT gets to answer this. ( I often share with students that their family members are their best supporters—they love you—they care, etc. However, it is your decision  - on how you feel ( with listeners or alone) There is not a correct answer. 
· If you (as a teacher) walk in and pick up the festival judge's comment sheet First! Deliver it to the teacher in charge of writing down the scores—first!!!! If a student is waiting—for you (their teacher) to share the comments and scores/ratings, help them to know ahead of time....that if you are in a hurry—you  might just want to leave—or you can wait.  Once the teacher in charge of scores has completed her master score/rating list—then you are allowed to take the sheet.
· The auditions will be an open auditions. The monitors should  remind the relatives that there should  be no clapping, no talking, turn cell phones off, no pictures, no talking with judge, and ask students if they want family members to come in.
Instruments
· Pianists, vocalists and instrumentalists may enter these festivals.

· Teachers may not accompany their own students where accompanist is needed. 

Recital
· Students are eligible to perform in the Bluebonnet Recital.
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