

MASTER COMPOSERS PLUS CHOICE  FESTIVAL
EVENT DATE:   Nov 5 and 12, 2022
On Line
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION: October 5, 2022
CHAIRPERSON 2022-2023
Lillian Simmons
ENTRY FEES

$ 25.00 per student (BMTA Members)
$30.00 per student (Non-BMTA Members)

Teacher Requirements:

· Print one Registration Form.  Print one Critique sheet per student.

· Complete the Registration Form with the names of all students participating in the festival.  List all students in alphabetical order, last name first.

· Complete one Critique Sheet per student.  List the piece and composer, the length of study, age of student, and approximate minutes needed, including musicianship.

· To complete critique sheet in your computer: First, Save critique sheet in your word processing format.
Insert your information. Underline your information. You may use a large font for student's name. Please do not let the judge's signature spill onto the next page. Delete blank lines if you need to. 

· Make a copy of the Registration Form for your records.

· Mail the completed Registration Form to Chair all Critique Sheets to  judge by the deadline or bring to that month's meeting.

· 1. Make check payable to Bluebonnet MTA.
        2.  Include the number of students on the check.
3.  Mail to:  Martha Vallee, Treasurer

For On Line event instructions, check On Line Events page


Revised  June 26, 2022
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Each student will receive their Certificate and Critique Sheet after their audition.  The students with a rating of S and higher, will be invited to perform in the Bluebonnet Recital.  Information about the Bluebonnet Recital will be included in each student's envelope.
The Bluebonnet Recital will be held at times TBA.
· The Bluebonnet Recital is a Free Admission Event and is open to the public
Participation Requirements:
· This festival is open to all students currently studying with a teacher in Williamson County and surrounding area.
· Memorization is required for this festival.
· No Photo Copies are permitted.
· Students are required to provide copies of the music for the judge.
· The judge's copy must have all measures numbered for each piece.
· Students will perform two pieces by memory.
· Repertoire chosen for the festival can be any composition by a Master Composer, hymn, or hymn arrangement, plus a piece of student's choice.
·  The final decision is for the chairperson.
· Musicianship is required. 


·  NO RATING OPTION
 1. Festivals have a “no rating” option for students who may not be
quite  ready for the competitiveness of
 receiving a rating at a festival, but would still benefit from the
 experience.
 2. Teachers can choose to have a student play for the judge’s helpful
 comments, but receive no rating.  The option can be checked on the critique sheet at the time of registration.
 Students will receive a  complete evaluation and a certificate but no rating.
 3. Students can use the music under this option, but at least ONE original  must be provided for the  judge.
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·  BLUEBONNET MTA FESTIVALS
· 
· Fall Festival – Master Composers – Baroque or Classical Plus Choice 
· 2022-2023 Chair:  Lillian Simmons
· Schedule: per Judge
· 	Certificates – Lillian Simmons
· 
· Spring Festival – Master Composers – Romantic or Contemporary Plus Choice
· 2022-2023 Chair:  Lillian Simmons
· Schedule: per Judge
· 	Certificates – Lillian Simmons
· 
· About Bluebonnet MTA Festivals
· The chairperson will set a deadline and honor the deadline.
· The festivals of Bluebonnet MTA are Non-Student Affiliate Activities.  
· A festival is a non-competitive audition in which students perform music for a judge. Students receive a certificate of participation, a critique sheet and a ribbon.
· In person festivals will be open; no more than 3 people in the audience will be allowed; children under 5 will not be allowed.
· 
· Eligibility
· Participation is open to the students of teachers in Williamson County and surrounding area.
· Students must have studied with their current teacher for 3 or more months before entering a festival.
· Teachers must provide a copy of the Student Information sheet to each student.
· Each teacher must fill out forms according to the format.  As you are filling out the forms it is Very important that you type or print clearly Last Name (1st) and then First Name, number of minutes.
· 	
· Ratings
· Students will receive a rating of Very Good, Excellent or Superior. Within these ratings plus (+) or minus (-) are given as well.
· Teachers may also enter students in a festival just for the experience without the pressure of a rating.  These students will receive the certificate of participation and the critique sheet without a ribbon or rating.
· 
· Repertoire
· Students are to play by memory.
· Arrangements, transcriptions and simplifications of the Master Composer piece are not allowed.  Arrangements, Transcriptions and simplifications of the Student Choice or Hymn piece are allowed. Hymns don’t have to be memorized, but must provide an extra Hymn copy for the judge.
· If the period piece is 10 minutes or longer, the choice piece is not required.
· Computer printouts are allowed if accompanied by a release.  Release form is on-line.
· Photo copies of pieces are not allowed for in person auditions.
· If a question about a hymn, please contact the chairperson.
· Musicianship is required.
· 
· Certificates
· 	There will be separate certificate and critique sheets for the festivals.
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· The certificates will tentatively be prepared by the Chairman. The certificates will be signed by the president of Bluebonnet MTA. 

· 	The critique sheets will be prepared by the teachers. They will be signed by the Judge. The critique should include the judge's signature line, and the judge's name below his signature line. We recommend that you use a good quality paper for the critique sheet, such as business bondpaper.   See:
· https://www.amazon.com/Southworth-Cotton-Business-Finish-404C/dp/B00006IE2J/ref=sr_1_2?keywords=letterhead%2Bpaper&qid=1653843765&sr=8-2&th=1 

· 	The certificates and critique sheets will be organized into two piles at the in person festival in order of student performance.

· 
· Monitor for In Person Festivals
· For in person open audition festivals, It is very important to ask the student, “Do you want to go in alone OR can your family enter too?)
· Let the student decide. (This is a question that teachers should explain and ask during the last couple of weeks during their lesson). Help the student to know that THE STUDENT gets to answer this. ( I often share with students that their family members are their best supporters—they love you—they care, etc. However, it is your decision  - on how you feel ( with listeners or alone) There is not a correct answer. 
· If you (as a teacher) walk in and pick up the festival judge's comment sheet First! Deliver it to the teacher in charge of writing down the scores—first!!!! If a student is waiting—for you (their teacher) to share the comments and scores/ratings, help them to know ahead of time....that if you are in a hurry—you  might just want to leave—or you can wait.  Once the teacher in charge of scores has completed her master score/rating list—then you are allowed to take the sheet.
· The auditions will be an open auditions. The monitors should  remind the relatives that there should  be no clapping, no talking, turn cell phones off, no pictures, no talking with judge, and ask students if they want family members to come in.
· 

· Instruments
· Pianists, vocalists and instrumentalists may enter these festivals.
· Teachers may not accompany their own students where accompanist is needed. 
· 
· Winners’ Recital
· Students with Superior  or higher are eligible to perform in the Bluebonnet Recital.
· 
· 
· Revised May 2022

· Instructions for On Line Events
· Bluebonnet Music Teachers Association
· 
· 
· I.  RECITALS
· 
· Teachers:
· Complete Registration Form and send it to Recital Chairman.  Enclose $5 registration fee per student.
· Out of association teachers send copy of registration form and payment to treasurer.
· Tell your students that they should announce their pieces themselves.
· Give Bluebonnet login passwords to students.
· 
· Recital Chairman:
· To add access for parents: 
· Go to studio.youtube.com.  
· On the left-hand side, click Settings. 
· Click Permissions. 
· Click Invite and enter the email address of the person you’d like to invite.  
· Click Access and select the editor role you’d like to assign to this person.
· Click Save. 
· 
· Students:
· Please dress well.  Girls should wear a shirt/sweater and pants/skirt, or a dress; and boys should wear dress pants and dress shirt/sweater.  Blue jeans/shorts and T-shirt /sweatshirt are not acceptable. No dangling jewelry!
· Record and  upload performances to youtube anytime before the recital date.  Students should announce their pieces. We recommend that children not say their last names. It is not safe on the internet.
· To upload your performance:
· 1. Send your email address to the recital chairman.
· He will need to give you youtube channel permission.
· You must have a google account.
2. Go to Bluebonnet  youtube Channel.
3. Upload your video.
4. Add it to the appropriate recital playlist. 
· Please do not choose Made For Kids setting;  Youtube has too many restrictions for this setting.
· 
· 
· II.  FESTIVALS
· 
· Teachers:
· Complete registration form.
· Send to Chairman.
· Send copy to Treasurer with payment.
· Mail to Judge:
· 1. Copy of your registration form
· 2. Completed critique sheets
· 3. Contact information for each student – email and telephone.
· 4. Return self-addressed stamped envelope addressed to you, the teacher.


· 5. Photocopies of pieces.
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· The Musicianship Requirement applies to the Baroque/Classical and Romantic/Contemporary Festivals. 
· Levels are chosen at the discretion of the teacher. Choose one level from Scales and one level from Cadences. 
· Entrants must play a scale and cadence in the key of each piece entered. 
· If the pieces are in the same key, a second scale and cadence in a closely related key (dominant or parallel) must be played. 
· If a Contemporary piece is atonal, modal, or polytonal, a scale and cadence in a different key from the other piece must be played. 
· Entrants may choose when to play the scale and cadence. 
· The judge is to drop the final performance rating one degree (S to S-, S- to E+, etc.) if the requirement is performed unacceptably. Unacceptable can mean wrong notes, poor fingering, lack of pulse, or only one scale played. 
· If an entrant chooses to omit the requirement, the final performance rating may not exceed E+. 
· Write the levels on the critique sheet. (Example: 1-A, 2-B, 3-D, etc. 
· Scales
	· Level
	· Play
	· Hands

	· 1
	· Five finger hand position
	· Alone or together

	· 2
	· Tetrachord scales
	· Two hands

	· 3
	· Scale – number of octaves at teacher's discretion
	· Alone

	· 4
	· Scale – number of octaves at teacher's discretion
	· Together

	· 5
	· Scale – contrary motion
	· Together

	· 6
	· Double note scale – choose 3rds, 6ths, or 10ths – number of octaves at teacher's discretion
	· Together


· 
· Cadences
	· Level
	· Play
	· How?
	· Hands

	· A
	· Tonic chord
	· Broken or solid chords
	· Alone

	· B
	· I-V-I
	· All root position chords
	· Alone

	· C
	· I-IV-I-V-I
	· All root position chords
	· Alone or together

	· D
	· I-V(7)-I
	· From root position; root only or solid chords in the bass
	· Together
· 

	· E
	· I-IV-I-V (and/or V(7)-I
	· From root position; root only or solid chords in the bass
	· Together

	· F
	· I-IV-I-V [and/orV(7)]-I
	· A;ll inversion, root only or solid chords in the bass
	· Together
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· [image: A description...]"MASTER COMPOSERS"  FESTIVAL
· Baroque/Classical Plus Choice
· Romantic/Contemporary Plus Choice
· 
·  Baroque/Classical Plus Choice – November 5 and 12, 2022
· Deadline for Registration: Wednesday., October 5, 2022
· Romantic/Contemporary Plus Choice – Saturday, April 1, 2023
· Deadline for Registration: Saturday, March 4, 2023
· On Line
· CHAIRPERSON
·  Lillian Simmons
· ENTRY FEES
· 
· $ 20.00 per student (BMTA Members)
· $25.00 per student (Non-BMTA Members)
· 
· Teacher Requirements:
· 
· Print one Registration Form.  Print one Critique sheet per student.
· 
· Complete the Registration Form with the names of all students participating in the festival.  List all students in alphabetical order, last name first.
· 
· Complete one Critique Sheet per student.  List the piece and composer, the length of study, age of student.  Only one Romantic or Contemporary piece is required. Include number of minutes required, including musicianship.  And a piece of student's choice. 
· 
· To complete form in your computer: First, Save critique sheet in your word processing format or program.
Then, Insert your information. Underline your information. You may use a large font for student's name. Please do not let the judge's signature spill onto the next page. Delete blank lines if you need to. 
· 
· Make a copy of the Registration Form for your records.
· 
· Mail the completed Registration Form to chairman by the deadline , copy of registration and critique sheets to judge or bring to that month's meeting.
· 
· Make check payable to Bluebonnet MTA.
·            2.  Include the number of students on the check.
· 	3.  Mail check and copy of registration to treasurer :
· 	  Martha Vallee.
· 
· For On Line Festivals, check the On Line Events page.
· 
· 
· 


· Revised June 26, 2022
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· Each student will receive their Certificate and Critique Sheet after their audition.  The students with a rating of S and higher, will be invited to perform in the Bluebonnet Recital.  Information about the Bluebonnet Recital will be included in each student's envelope.
· The Bluebonnet Recital will be held at times TBA.
· The Bluebonnet Recital is a Free Admission Event and is open to the public
· Participation Requirements:
· This festival is open to all students currently studying with a teacher in Williamson County and surrounding area.
· Memorization is required for this festival.
· No Photo Copies are permitted.
· Students are required to provide copies of the music for the judge.
· The judge's copy must have all measures numbered for each piece.
· Students will perform two pieces by memory.
· Repertoire chosen for the festival can be any composition by a Master Composer, hymn, or hymn arrangement, plus a piece of student's choice.
·  The final decision is for the chairperson.
· Musicianship is required. 


·  NO RATING OPTION
 1. Festivals have a “no rating” option for students who may not be
quite  ready for the competitiveness of
 receiving a rating at a festival, but would still benefit from the
 experience.
 2. Teachers can choose to have a student play for the judge’s helpful
 comments, but receive no rating.  The option can be checked on the critique sheet at the time of registration.
 Students will receive a  complete evaluation and a certificate but no rating.
 3. Students can use the music under this option, but at least ONE original  must be provided for the  judge.
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· [image: bluebonnetMTA_logo_01a.jpg]
· Bluebonnet Music Teachers Association
· Principles of  "Open-Audition" Behavior 
· 
· 1.  At an "open-audition"adults may listen if and only if
· the student feels comfortable with parents/others listening.
· 2.  Only adults are allowed in the audition room.
· 
· 3. Small children must remain in the hallway outside the room.
· 
· 4.  Only the judge and/or the student are speaking about the bench or 
· anything else.
· 5.  Flash photos are to be taken outside the audition room before 
· or after the audition.
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· How to For Trophies Chairman
· 
· 
· The Trophies Chairman keeps records of festival  student ratings and orders trophies as needed.
· 
· Students will get trophies for Master Composers festivals. Students must collect twelve points to get a trophy. 
· 
An Excellent rating is worth 1 point, 
a Superior minus is worth 2 points,
a Superior is worth 3 points, 
a Superior plus is worth 4 points. 
· 
· Students also get points for theory tests as follows
· 
· 	Students testing at their school grade level
· 		Students who get a grade of 90-100 get 4 points
· 		Students who get a grade of 80-89 get 3 points
· 
· 	Students testing below school grade level
· 		Students who get a grade of 90-100 get 2 points
· 		Students who get a grade of 80-89 get 1 point
· 
The trophies will be engraved  Bluebonnet MTA, student name, year.
· Or Bluebonnet MTA year, student name.
· 
Festival chairs must keep records of student ratings and turn them in to Trophies Chairman.
· 
· The first trophy a student receives will be small.  The second trophy a student receives will be medium size.  The third trophy a student receives will be large.

· Teachers must keep track of their students' points and turn them in for redemption to the trophies chairman. The deadline is April 20.
· 
· Rev Nov 2021
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